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”NSF has funded more than 60,000 graduate fellowships dating back to 1952.” - USC Press

I was a successful first-time applicant in 2023 (the first-year of my PhD).

1 My Application
My essays and reviews:

• Personal Statement

• Research Proposal

• Reviews

Some stand-out aspects of my personal statement writing:

1. My personal statement introduction (the most edited paragraph in the entire application)

2. Intellectual Merit in a sandwich format (paragraph on current work, past work in chronolog-
ical order, paragraph on current work) instead of all paragraphs in chronological order

3. Broader impacts as a proposed initiative while weaving in how my past experiences help me
to carry it out instead of describing only my past broader impacts initiatives

My letters of recommendation:

1. PhD advisor (addresses Intellectual Merit)

2. PI in undergrad (addresses Intellectual Merit)

3. Professor for whom I took two classes and served as a TA in the last semester of undergrad
(addresses Broader Impacts)

Two-word advice: Start Early

• I estimate the time I spent on the application was equal to a 4-unit undergrad technical course
with finals between late Sept to early Oct

More successful examples hosted by here!
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https://viterbischool.usc.edu/news/2023/07/usc-computer-science-students-awarded-nsf-graduate-research-fellowships/
https://www.research.gov/grfp/AwardeeList.do?method=loadAwardeeList
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18QM61FLX9bXk3oa5BriFU9QMbcEOHE46/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uVuaLUix5lNvIWO5ODc141ew94QRRqz-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sy2VFHu16B6mJY2L76jXO0BPqKEDmRX2/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HCO4ReTDLiDtLvgaODWTmgIheOtZHPgeODVGfqUsKfM/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xoezGhbtcpg3BvNdag2F5dTQM-Xl2EELUgAfG1eUg0s/edit#gid=0
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